APO SUSPICIOUS PACKAGE PROCEURES
WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

· Suspicious letter of package marked with threatening message such as “ANTHRAX”

· Envelope with powder or oil evident on the surface

· Unexplained odors (smell of bitter almonds, peach kernels, newly mown hay, or green grass)

· Handwritten or poorly typed addresses

· Misspellings of common words

· Addressed incorrectly to someone no longer with your organization

· Received from someone unfamiliar to you or that was unexpected

· Excessive postage

· No return address, or one that can’t be verified as legitimate

· Marked with restrictive endorsements, such as “Personal” or “Confidential”

· Have protruding wires, strange odors or stains

· Show a city or state in the postmark that doesn’t match the return address (other than known Business Mail, e.g., credit card companies)

WHAT TO DO IF YOU DISCOVER SOMETHING SUSPICIOUS: 

· Report the incident to MPs or Host Nation (local) Police (if off-post)

· Do not touch or move the suspected article

· Evacuate the area immediately

· If prudently possible, close all windows, doors, turn-off ventilation systems or fans

· Secure the building/area

· Identify and isolate personnel that may have been the immediate area of the suspected article

· Direct all other personnel to a designated rallying point

· Notify the Postal Operations Directorate, 1st PERSCOM 379-7837/7643
    PERSONNEL SHOULD:

· If possible, remove clothing and personal items and placed in marked plastic bags

· Wash hands as a minimum 

· Change into fresh clothing

· If shower available, take thorough shower with soap and water, making sure to shampoo hair, and change into fresh clothing
WHEN MPs/HOST NATION POLICE/HAZMAT ARRIVE THEY WILL CLEAR AND SECURE THE SCENE:

· Depending on initial description of suspicious item, or evaluation

by first responders, response will include response by military working dog (MWD) and explosive ordinance division (EOD).

Note:  If possible biological sampling kits available to test for biological agent
HOST NATION POLICE AND/OR HAZMAT WILL SECURE SUSPECTED CONTAMINATED ITEM/SAMPLE: 

· If suspicious item is determined to be potential explosive device vice a suspected contaminated item, EOD will take action for in-place protocol and/or safety transport device for proper disposal

· MWD sweeps to determine if other devices are present

· Host Nation (local)/Criminal Investigation Division (CID)/MPs retain area as a crime scene until device/area cleared

· Suspect material will be sent to Host Nation Lab/medical facility

· There may be a need to further decontaminate or even quarantine the quarters  

· There may be a need for you and other personnel in the vicinity to be further decontaminated

· Decontamination procedures for affected persons will vary depending on the degree of exposure

· The person who opened the package and any others who came in contact with the package and any others who came in contact with the package after it was opened are at greatest risk
· Ensure you receive medical treatment

WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT THE NEAREST MEDICAL FACILITY, PREFERABLY U.S., BUT EQUAL CARE AVAILABLE AT HOST NATION (LOCAL) FACILITIES  

· They will get a history to include medication history, allergies, circumstances about the exposure

· They will take cultures of nasal passages

· They will be in close touch with the authorities analyzing the offending object

· They may or may not also: get skin cultures, blood work, chest x-ray

· They may or may not start Cipro or another antibiotic

· They will follow you closely medically

· They will notify you immediately of test results as they become available

· They will give you clear follow-up instructions

MEDICAL PERSONNEL WILL TREAT/WATCH INDIVIDUAL WHILE RESULTS COME BACK FROM HOST NATION LAB ABOUT 24-48 HOURS, SOMETIMES LESS.   MEDICAL SAMPLES: PRELIMINARY NEGATIVE RESULTS RECEIVED ABOUT 12 HOURS AFTER CULTURE.  USUALLY WAIT 48 HOURS TO SAY DEFINITELY NEGATIVE.  USING THE COMBINATION OF HOST NATION LAB RESULT AND U.S. MEDICAL FACILITY RESULTS TO GIVE FINAL NEGATIVE RESULTS.

